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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION

AT RICHMOND, DECEMBER 21, 2000

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, ex rel.

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
CASE NO. PUE000740

Ex Parte: In the matter
concerning a draft plan
for phase-in of retail
electric competition

ORDER PRESCRIBING NOTICE AND INVITING COMMENTS

The General Assembly enacted § 56-577 of the Virginia

Electric Utility Restructuring Act (the "Act"), Chapter 23

(§ 56-576 et seq.) of Title 56 of the Code of Virginia (the

"Code"), effective July 1, 1999.  The statute directs the State

Corporation Commission ("Commission") to establish a phase-in

schedule for the transition to a competitive market in the

provision of retail electric generation services for electricity

customers within the Commonwealth.  According to the Act, the

phase-in is to begin on January 1, 2002, and must be completed

by January 1, 2004.1  The statute further directs the Commission

to "ensure that residential and small business retail customers

are permitted to select suppliers in proportions at least equal

                    
1 The Commission may accelerate the scheduled phase-in or may delay it by one
year only.  § 56-577 B of the Code of Virginia.

http://www.state.va.us/scc/contact.htm#General
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to that of other customer classes permitted to select" their

suppliers during the transition period.

At the Commission's request, Staff has prepared a report

that includes a recommended draft plan for the transition to

full retail choice.  In developing its report Staff solicited

thoughts from a number of stakeholders through meetings,

conference calls, and correspondence.  Those stakeholders

included all investor-owned and cooperative electric companies,

competitive service providers that have received or applied for

a license to compete, the Attorney General's Office, and

representatives of consumer groups and other interests.

Pursuant to the statutory directive in the Act, the

Commission establishes this proceeding to consider the Staff's

report and recommended plan, which are attached to this Order.

Interested parties are requested to evaluate and respond to the

proposed plan and to suggest alternatives to any provision of

the proposed plan, as they deem advisable.

Any interested party also may request that the Commission

hold a hearing to address the draft plan.  At the conclusion of

this matter, the Commission will issue a phase-in plan

scheduling the transition to competitive provision of electric

retail generation services.

Accordingly, we are of the opinion and find that:  this

matter should be docketed; interested persons should be afforded
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an opportunity to file written comments or request a hearing or

oral argument on the draft plan; notice of this Order should be

published on one occasion in newspapers of general circulation

throughout the Commonwealth and a copy of this Order and the

draft plan should be forwarded to the Registrar of Regulations

for publication in the Virginia Register of Regulations.2

Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

(1)  This matter shall be docketed and assigned Case

No. PUE000740.

(2)  On or before January 5, 2001, the Commission's

Division of Information Resources shall cause the following

notice to be published as classified advertising on one occasion

in newspapers of general circulation throughout the

Commonwealth:

NOTICE OF PROCEEDING IN WHICH THE STATE
CORPORATION COMMISSION SEEKS PUBLIC COMMENT
AND REQUESTS FOR HEARING OR ORAL ARGUMENT ON
THE PHASE-IN TO COMPETITIVE PROVISION OF

RETAIL ELECTRIC GENERATION SERVICE

The General Assembly enacted § 56-577
of the Virginia Electric Utility
Restructuring Act (the "Act"), Chapter 23
(§ 56-576 et seq.) of Title 56 of the Code
of Virginia (the "Code"), effective July 1,
1999.  The statute directs the State
Corporation Commission ("Commission") to
establish a phase-in schedule for the
transition to a competitive market in the
provision of retail electric generation

                    
2 An unofficial version of the text of this Order also is available on the
Commission's web site at http://www.state.us.va/scc/orders.htm.
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services for electricity customers within
the Commonwealth.  According to the Act, the
phase-in is to begin on January 1, 2002, and
must be completed by January 1, 2004.  The
statute further directs the Commission to
develop a plan that ensures that residential
and small commercial customers "are
permitted to select suppliers in proportions
at least equal to that of other customer
classes" during the phase-in period.  The
Commission therefore is initiating this
proceeding to assist it in these matters.
The Commission Staff has developed,
following consultations with the utilities,
the Office of Attorney General, competitive
service providers, and consumer groups, a
draft phase-in plan to serve as a basis for
initiating our consideration of this matter.

A copy of the Order Prescribing Notice
and Inviting Comments ("Order"), together
with the Staff Report and draft plan for
phase-in to competitive provision of
electric retail generation service may be
reviewed from 8:15 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday, in the State Corporation
Commission's Document Control Center, First
Floor, Tyler Building, 1300 East Main
Street, Richmond, Virginia.  Interested
persons also may obtain a copy of the Order,
the Staff Report, and the draft plan from
the Commission's website,
http://www.state.va.us/scc/caseinfo/orders.h
tm, or by directing a written request for a
copy of same to Joel H. Peck, Clerk of the
Commission, at the address set forth below,
and referring to Case No. PUE000740.

Any person who wishes to submit
comments or request a hearing in this matter
shall file an original and fifteen (15)
copies of such comments or request with the
Clerk of the Commission, on or before
February 15, 2001, and shall refer in the
comments to Case No. PUE000740.  The
comments shall state the person's interest
in this proceeding.  A request for hearing
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shall set out in detail why a hearing is
necessary or advisable.  A request for
hearing shall identify the issues upon which
the party seeks a hearing, the evidence
expected to be offered therein, and should
explain why the issues raised cannot be
adequately addressed in written comments.  A
request for oral argument should indicate
the matters upon which counsel wishes to be
heard.

All communications to the Commission
regarding this proceeding shall refer to
Case No. PUE000740, and shall be directed to
Joel H. Peck, Clerk, State Corporation
Commission, c/o Document Control Center,
P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218.

THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION

(3)  The Commission's Division of Information Resources

shall forthwith cause a copy of this Order and the draft plan to

be forwarded to the Registrar of Regulations for publication in

the Virginia Register of Regulations.

(4)  The Commission's Division of Information Resources

shall file promptly with the Clerk of the Commission proof of

the publication of the notices required herein as they become

available.

(5)  Interested persons may obtain a copy of this Order,

together with the Staff Report and the draft plan, by directing

a request in writing for the same to Joel H. Peck, Clerk, State

Corporation Commission, c/o Document Control Center, P.O.

Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218. Such requests shall refer to

Case No. PUE000740.  Interested persons also may obtain a copy
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of the Order, Staff Report, and draft plan from the Commission's

website, which may be accessed at

http://www.state.va.us/scc/caseinfo/orders.htm.

(6)  A copy of this Order, together with the Staff Report

and draft plan, shall also be made available for public review

at the Commission's Document Control Center, located on the

first floor of the Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street,

Richmond, Virginia 23219, during its regular hours of operation,

Monday through Friday, from 8:15 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

(7)  On or before February 15, 2001, any interested person

who wishes to submit comments or request a hearing or oral

argument on the draft plan attached hereto shall file an

original and fifteen (15) copies of such comments or request in

writing with Joel H. Peck, Clerk, State Corporation Commission,

c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia

23218.  Such comments and requests shall refer to Case No.

PUE000740.  Such comments shall set forth the person's interest

in this proceeding.  A request for hearing or oral argument

shall set out in detail why such proceeding is necessary or

advisable.  A request for hearing should identify with

specificity the issues proposed to be addressed at such hearing,

the evidence expected to be offered therein, and should explain

why the issues raised cannot be adequately addressed in written
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comments.  A request for oral argument should indicate the

matters upon which counsel wishes to be heard.

(8)  This matter shall be continued, pending further order

of the Commission.



APPENDIX A
Electric Cooperatives in Virginia

A&N Electric Cooperative
Mr. Vernon N. Brinkley
President
P.O. Box 1128
Parksley, Virginia 23421-1128

B-A-R-C Electric Cooperative
Mr. Richard Weaver
General Manager
P.O. Box 264
Millboro, Virginia 24460-0264

Central Virginia Electric Cooperative
Mr. Howard L. Scarboro
General Manager
P.O. Box 247
Lovingston, Virginia 22949

Community Electric Cooperative
Mr. James M. Reynolds, P.E.
General Manager
P.O. Box 267
Windsor, Virginia 23487-0267

Craig-Botetourt Electric Cooperative
Mr. Gerald H. Groseclose
General Manager
P.O. Box 265
New Castle, Virginia 24127-0265

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative
Mr. John Bowman
Executive Vice President & General Manager
Caller 2451
Chase City, Virginia 23924-2451

Northern Neck Electric Cooperative
Mr. Charles R. Rice, Jr.
President and CEO
P.O. Box 288
Warsaw, Virginia 22572-0288
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Northern Virginia Electric Cooperative
Mr. Stanley C. Feuerberg
President and CEO
P.O. Box 2710
Manassas, Virginia 20108-0875

Powell Valley Electric Cooperative
Mr. Randell W. Meyers
General Manager & CEO
325 Straight Creek Road
P.O. Box 1528
New Tazewell, Tennessee 37879-1528

Prince George Electric Cooperative
Mr. Dale Bradshaw, CEO
P.O. Box 168
Waverly, Virginia 23890-0168

Rappahannock Electric Cooperative
Mr. Cecil E. Viverette, Jr.
President
P.O. Box 7388
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22404-7388

Shenandoah Valley Electric Cooperative
Mr. C. Douglas Wine
President & CEO
P.O. Box 236
Mt. Crawford, Virginia 22841-0236

Southside Electric Cooperative
Mr. Larry Longshore
President and CEO
P.O. Box 7
Crewe, Virginia 23930-0007

Electric Companies in Virginia

Allegheny Power
Mr. James D. Latimer
Vice-President, State Affairs
10435 Downsville Pike
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740-1766
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American Electric Power
Mr. R. Daniel Carson, President
Virginia/Tennessee
Three James Center, Suite 702
1051 East Cary Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Conectiv Power Delivery
Mr. Mack Wathen
Director, Planning, Finance and Regulation
New Castle Regional Office
401 Eagle One Road
P.O. Box 9239
Newark, Delaware 19714-9239

Dominion Virginia Power
Mr. Robert E. Rigsby
President & COO
Box 26666
Richmond, Virginia 23261

Kentucky Utilities
Mr. Ronald L. Willhite
Director of Rates and Regulations
P.O. Box 32030
Louisville, Kentucky 40232



APPENDIX B
CSPS IN VIRGINIA

Adam Chmara, Esquire
Pepco Energy Services, Inc.
2000 K Street N.W., Suite 750
Washington, D.C. 20006

James R. Kibler, Jr., Esquire
McCandlish Kaine & Grant
1111 E. Main St., Suite 1500
Richmond, VA 23218
(CNG Retail Services Corp.
d/b/a/ Dominion Retail)

Hilary S. Cairnie, Esquire
Dykena, Gossett, DLLC
1300 I Street N.W., Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20005
(DTE Energy Marketing, Inc.)

T. N. Chryssikos, Esquire
Washington Gas Energy
Services, Inc.
950 Herndon Parkway,
Suite 280
Herndon, VA 20170

Donald G. Owens, Esquire
Mays & Valentine, LLP
1111 E. Main St.
Richmond, VA 23219
(Dominion Energy Direct
Sales)

John A. Pirko, Esquire
LeClair Ryan, PC
4201 Dominion Blvd.,
Suite 200
Glen Allen, VA 23060
(Old Dominion Cooperative
Energy)

Eric J. Krathwohl, Esquire
Rich, May, Bilodeau &
Flaherty, PC
176 Federal St.
Boston, MA 02110
(essential.com, Inc.)

Patricia J. Clark, Esquire
Allegheny Energy Supply
Co., LLC
800 Cabin Hill Drive
Greensburg, PA 15601

Mark S. Berndt, Manager-
Commercial Operations
AEP Retail Energy, LLC
1 Riverside Plaza
Columbus, OH 43215

Kenneth Hurwitz, Esquire
Venable, Baetjer, Howard, &
Civiletti, LLP
1201 New York Ave. N.W.,
Suite 1000
Washington, D.C. 20005
(EnergyWindow, Inc.)

Scott Hempling, Esquire
417 St. Lawrence Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20901
(SmartEnergy.com, Inc.)

Michael G. Henry, Esquire
Bracewell & Patterson, LLP
2000 K Street N.W., Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20006
(The New Power Company)
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Stephen L. Rosenstein,
General Manager
Energy Services Mgmt. Va. LLC
d/b/a Virginia Energy
Consortium
3504 Northridge Drive
Baltimore, MD 21208

Mary Elizabeth Tighe,
Regulatory Affairs
Amerada Hess Corporation
2800 Eisenhower Ave.,
3RD Floor
Alexandria, VA 22314

Meg Brunson
Bollinger Energy Corporation
2833 O'Donnell St.
Baltimore, MD 21224

Jo Anne L. Nolte, Esquire
Penn, Stuart, and
Eskridge, PC
WyteStone Plaza, Suite 1110
Richmond, VA 23219
(America's Energy Alliance)

Frank J. DeCarlo, Esquire
Kirkpatrick & Lockhart, LLP
Henry W. Oliver Building
535 Smithfield St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Rolf W. Ramelmeier, Manager
MD/VA/DC Sales
Enron Energy Marketing Corp.
5740 Executive Drive,
Suite 218
Baltimore. MD 21228
(also for Enron Energy
Services, Inc.)

Lori Johnson, President
Tiger Natural Gas, Inc.
1-G Wset 41st Street
Sand Springs, OK 74063

Ryan Arce, Regulatory Affairs
Titan Energy, Inc.
1210 Shepherd Ave, E,
Suite 401
Toronto, ON M2K1E3
(Titan Energy of Chesapeake)

Robert F. Riley, Esquire
Williams, Mullen, Clark &
Dobbins
900 17TH Street N.W.,
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20006
(PowerTrust.com, Inc. and
PowerTrust Energy Services,
Inc.)

Michel A. King
Old Mill Power Company
103 Shale Place
Charlottesville, VA 22902

Frank H. Marble, Esquire
P.O. Box 858
Valley Forge, PA 19482
(UGI Energy Services, Inc.
d/b/a Gasmark)

John W. Perrone, Managing
Director Commodity Operations
7161 Columbia Gateway Drive
Columbia, MD 21046
(BGE Home Products &
Services, Inc. and BGE
Commercial Building Systems,
Inc.)

Eric M. Page, Esquire
LeClair Ryan, PC
4201 Dominion Blvd.,
Suite 200
Glen Allen, VA 23060
(Columbia Energy Services
Corp.)
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Joe Isabella
Exelon Energy
2600 Monroe Blvd.
Norristown, PA 19403

Eric Matheson
New Energy East LLC
1001 North 19th Street
Arlington, VA 22209

James M. Minneman
PPL Corp.
Two North Ninth Street
Allentown, PA 18101


